Registration Policy
Counselors/CIT's must be at least 19 years of age by July 1, 2016 or
have graduated High School in 2015 or earlier.
1.

Completed Registration Forms MUST be returned NO LATER
THAN JUNE 15, 2016. They should be accompanied by the
Camp fee of $275. All checks for the Camp should be made
payable to

Hungarian Reformed Youth Camp
2.

If a Counselor cannot attend Camp after registering, the total fee
will be refunded less a $1.00 service charge.

3.

The following MUST be included with the fully completed
Registration Form or it will not be processed:
a) Counselor’s Signature on all forms
b) Pastor’s Signature
c) Camp Health Form
d) Calvin Synod's Standards of Behavior form (available at
Camp when you get there. If you’d like it beforehand, please call the Directors.)
e)

Pennsylvania Background Check (for information, please
contact Rev. Bertalan at revimre@Bethlen.com

4.

All Registration Forms and fees should be sent to:
Barb Adorján-Watkins
11510 Clark Road
Chardon, OH 44024

5.

If you have any questions concerning Camp, talk with your Pastor
or call one of the Camp Directors:
Gabe Csapó: 609-610-4113
OR
Rev. Karl Ludwig, Calvin Synod Bishop: 219-931-4321
OR
Jr. Camp Coordinator: Rev. Judit Mayer:
703-444-2048

Note: Please return only the completed Camp Registration/Health Form
page. Keep the rest of this booklet for your own reference.
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Our Mission Statement
The Christian education of our children is predicated upon the command of
the Lord Jesus Christ, who said, “Let the Children alone and do not hinder
them from coming to Me; for the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to such as
these.” (Matt. 19:14). Therefore, the specific purpose and endeavor of the
Hungarian Reformed Youth Camp is to work hand-in-hand with our church’s
clergy and lay leaders to guide the youth of our congregations to saving faith
and a personal relationship with Jesus, the Christ.
Moreover, our Camp staff is committed to providing the youth with sound
biblical teaching of God’s moral absolutes, to model our Christian faith
through a wide array of programming and fellowship and encouraging them
to build friendships among themselves for strengthening the body of Christ,
the church.
At the same time, we adhere to both the Old and New Testament injunctions
of God to teach our children His divine attributes, laws and commandments.
The Mosaic model: “Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one.
And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your might. And these words which I am commanding you
today shall be on your heart; and you shall teach them to your children and
shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way
and when you lie down and when you rise up.” (Deut. 6:4-7) “And the second
is like unto it; you shall love your neighbor as yourself.” (Matt. 22:19) We are
also called to “train up a child in the way he should go,” so that “even when
he is old, he will not depart from it.” (Prov. 22:6) Therefore, the Camp
leadership views its role as an adjunct to the church and family in nurturing,
fostering and facilitating the faith of our youth. Our aim is to expand and
strengthen their understanding of God’s truths, His self-revelation through
Christ Jesus, and the ongoing work of His Holy Spirit in our lives. Our desire
is to convert their natural curiosity for seeking to know God into a lifetime of
commitment, obedience and dependence on His love, goodness, mercy and
grace; to serve His glory and the benefit of our fellow men.
We endeavor to accomplish the will of God intentionally in a safe learning
environment where our youth can learn the joy of Christian fellowship and
enjoy the excitement of walking with Christ.

1.

Counselor Requirements

Camp Counselor Verse

A Counselor/CIT (Counselor In Training) should be:
A committed Christian
Of good moral character
Living within the Calvin Synod’s guidelines for
lay ministry

“In everything, set them an example by doing what is
good. In your teaching, show integrity, seriousness and
soundness of speech that cannot be condemned, so that
those who oppose you may be ashamed because they
have nothing bad to say about us.” Titus 2:7-8

The following standards of behavior are expected of all Camp
Counselors according to Calvin Synod Bylaws provisions:
Article I, F: “Those who are called to office in the Church are to lead
a life of obedience to Scripture and in conformity to the historic
confessional standards of the Church. Among those standards is the
requirement to live either in fidelity within the covenant of marriage
of man and woman, or chastity in singleness. Persons refusing to
cease and repent of any self-acknowledged practice which the
confessions call sin shall not be ordained and/or installed as lay
officers or ministers of work and sacrament in the Calvin Synod.”
Article X, B: “Scripture and our confessions teach that God’s
intention for all people is to live within the covenant of marriage
between a man and a woman or in chastity in singleness. Church
property shall not be used for, and church officers shall not take part
in conducting or participating in, any ceremony or event that
pronounces blessing of God upon any relationship that is
inconsistent with God’s intention as expressed herewith.”

General Guidelines &
Expectations of Counselors
1. Parents are giving to us, for one week, their most precious assettheir children. They expect that we take our jobs seriously.
2. God is allowing us one week a year to impact these young lives
for His Kingdom. God is very serious about His message of
Salvation. Serious enough to sacrifice His Son, so we should be
serious about this, also.
3. You are a role model to these young people. If you do not care to
be a role model, then you should reconsider being a Counselor.
The Campers look to us for examples of how to respond to
activities, others and authority. Remember this as you share with
them during the week.
4. In 2 Corinthians 13:5, the Bible says to examine ourselves to see
if we are in the faith. Have you committed your life to Christ? If
not, how can you lead a young person to where you have not
been? If you have, how is your commitment holding up?

2.

Continued…
3.

5. It’s easy to tell these young people how they should live for
Christ, but it won’t hold much credibility if you aren’t doing it
yourself. Kids know hypocrisy when they see it.
6. Being a Counselor is work. This is NOT a vacation. If you need a
restful vacation, this is not the place to do it.
7. A Counselor MUST attend all functions unless another
responsibility prevents you from attending. Remember, you set
the standards and tone for your Campers.
8. If you have a problem with Camp Staff, do not share it with your
Campers. They don’t need to be brought into these discussions
unless it personally concerns them. Talk to those in authority and
work it out.
9. Don’t grumble if something new is added or removed. Change is
something that is constant in this world. And the saying “We’ve
always done it like this” is the same phrase that gets you angry
with the older people of the Church. The new Campers won’t
know the difference anyway. Change keeps us from getting stale.
10. We are here to show the young people how to live for Christ. If
you have any problems with certain questions, go to someone for
help. Don’t just blow it off or give them a guess. It’s better to
have them wait an hour or a day to give them a proper,
researched answer than to feed them error.
11. We must all realize that there is a difference between a
preference and what is Biblically correct. Biblically correct will
always be the proper choice.
12. All jobs assigned are of great importance. There is nothing
trivial when it is done for the sake of the Lord. Do it with the
attitude that you are doing the task directly for Jesus.

13. Respect is a two-way street. If you desire to be treated with
respect by fellow Counselors and the leaders, you must treat
them with respect also. Never contradict another Counselor in
front of a Camper. Take it up with them privately at a later time.
14. Make it a conscious decision to treat with love your Campers and
fellow Counselors – ALL of them.
15. Camp is a team endeavor and works best if everyone is pulling
his or her weight.
16. Remember, we all make mistakes. Forgive those who have hurt
you and ask forgiveness from those you may have hurt. Always
extend grace to each other. We are all humans and we all mess
up once in a while.
17. There are moral obligations and rules associated with the
responsibility of being a Counselor. Know what they are, and if
you are not in the position to follow them or agree with them, be
gracious and bow out.
18. As wonderful as it is to spend the week talking and being in
fellowship with our friends, our first obligation is to make this
the best Camp experience for the young people in our charge.
19. Remember that you are in a position of authority over the
Campers. Never take that responsibility lightly or abuse it in any
way.
20. Be grateful for the awesome opportunity to serve the Lord and
lead young lives.

4.

5.

Daily Topics
Main Theme: Discipleship 101
Monday – Following the Romans’ Road – Romans 3:10, 3:23, 5:8, 6:23,
10:9-10, 10:13, John 3:16
Who are you following? How to follow. Why?
Tuesday – What Do I Have To Do? – Matthew 22:34-40, Micah 6:8,
Ephesians 2:10, Galatians 6:2
How to love your neighbor and yourself equally. Caring for each
other and praying for others.
Wednesday – Do Something About It! – Ephesians 2:8-9, James 2:14-26
Having faith is one thing, acting on that faith is something else,
entirely. It’s the difference between life & death.
Thursday – Put It Into Action – Matthew 25:34-40
Disciple where you are. Who do you know who needs to be taken
care of? Why are they worth the effort?
Friday – Discipleship-What’s the Cost? – Luke 14:25-33
What do I need to leave behind? I don’t really have to stop loving
my family, do I?

Bible Study
Bible studies are held Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. Your assigned
group will go to each. You’ll go to one on Monday, another on Tuesday, and so
on & so forth.
Topics are:

The Lord’s Prayer – Taught by Barb Watkins

The Great Commission – Taught by Frank Király
Elijah & Elisha – Taught by Gretchen Sutto

Women of the Bible – Taught by Katie Slemp

Jr. Camp Theme
SUBMERGED
Monday: Jesus Knows Who I Really Am – Luke 19:1-10
Tuesday: Jesus Knows My Worth – John 4:1-42
Wednesday: Jesus Knows I Need A Savior – John 3:1-21, 19:38-42
Thursday: Jesus Knows My Purpose – John 9
Friday: Jesus Loves and Accepts Me – Mark 10:13-16

6.

Afternoon Activities
These activities are available on Tuesday & Thursday during “free time” for anyone to
participate in. See the activity leaders & let them know if you are interested in their
activity.

Hungarian Whip Making – Twist & braid string to make a whip and
then learn to crack it like a Hungarian csikós. At the Lodge.
Hikes, pick-up games of basketball, mini-golf, etc. – To Be Announced
When available.

Youth Workshops
Hungarian Cooking – Led by Gabe Csapó. A great workshop to learn
how to cook & taste a few traditional Hungarian dishes.
Dance with Kiwi – Led by Kyra Beke. Learn the basics of various forms
of dance and perform a group dance at the Talent Show!
What’s Right & What’s Left Over – Led by Maryann Parsons. Discuss
how the things you encounter every day influence your life. Age 14&up.
NITRO – Led by Frank Király. Not Intimidated To Reach Out. Learn how
to share the Faith with anyone any time.

Jr. Workshops
Ancient Hungarian Olympics
Hungarian Cooking
Outdoor Survival
Cave Man
Jr.’s will go to each… one per day, Monday –Thursday. Order TBD.

Language Needs
We are a primarily English-speaking group, but many of the people who
attend Camp speak plenty of Hungarian. Check the space on the form if
Hungarian is your strongest language & we’ll try to keep you with other
Hungarian speaking people. Some of us speak other languages as well.
Spanish & German included. If you have questions, please contact the
Camp Directors.
7.

Rules & Regulations
1. Only Parents and Guests (invited by the Directors) will be considered
visitors. All visitors must check in with one of the Camp Directors.
Fees may apply. See page 9.
2. Car keys of Campers must be given to one of the Camp Directors.
3. Anyone wishing to leave the Camp must obtain the permission of the
Camp Directors.
4. No one is to be out of their room after Lights Out.
5. Boys MAY NOT go into the girls’ rooms and girls MAY NOT go into
the boys’ rooms!!!
6. Tobacco (cigarettes, cigars, etc.), nicotine, alcohol, drugs and “energy
drinks” are not permitted anywhere on the campgrounds. Anyone
violating this rule will be sent home. THERE WILL BE NO
EXCEPTIONS!
7. Damage of any kind will not be tolerated. Cost for intentional damage
will be the responsibility of the person(s) involved.
8. Any young person found to be behaving in an improper manner will be
sent home at the discretion of the Camp Directors.
9. All Counselors and CIT’s are to be respected by ALL Campers;
Youth, Jr., Pre-Campers. It doesn’t matter, we’re all your Counselors.
10. Objectionable media and clothing are not permitted at Camp. They
will be confiscated if brought and only returned to Camper’s Parent.
11. Lights Out for Jr. Campers will be earlier than for Youth Campers.
Jr’s will leave the evening program when they’re told.
.
Note: During meals, please wear tops that cover your shoulders. This is
requested by the Mennonite staff. Even if you see other groups going
against this, please, let’s respect Laurelville’s wishes.

Right to Search Policy
We reserve the right to search the private belongings of Campers if the
general welfare of the Camp demands it. These reasons include, but are
not limited to: (1) if the Camper is suspected of having illegal drugs,
alcohol or other contraband; (2) if the Camper is suspected of stealing;
and/or (3) if the Camper is suspected of having inappropriate material
8.

Daily Schedule

The Camp begins with registration at 3:00 pm on Sunday and extends to
10:00 am the following Saturday. Please observe these times when making
your travel plans.
Sunday, July 19
3:00-7:30 pm
5:30
7:30
9:30*
10:00*
10:30*

Arrival/Registration
Supper
Keynote/Activities
Taps
Family Circle
Lights Out

Monday, July 20 – Friday, July 24
8:00 am or earlier
8:30
9:15
9:45
10:00
10:45
11:00
12:00
12:30 pm
1:30
1:45
3:10
4:00
4:30
5:00
5:30
6:30
8:00
9:30
10:30*
10:45*
10:50*
11:15*

Rise & Shine/Staff Devotion Time
Breakfast
Morning Devotions/Staff Meeting
Praise & Worship
Main Speaker/Jr. Programming
Jr. Break
Free Time/Jr. Activities
Jr. Break
Lunch
Down Time
Bible Study/Jr. Programming
Team Challenge
Free Time/Activities/Jr. Activities
CIT Meeting
Jr. Free Time
Supper
Workshops**
Evening Program***
Jr. Taps/FamilyCircle/Lights Out
Vespers
Taps
Family Circle
Lights Out
9.

Wednesday, July 22
We will board a bus or two and travel to the town of Ligonier,
PA. There, we will have a picnic, visit and interact with residents at
the Bethlen Home nursing facility and complete some service
projects around the grounds. Afterward, we’ll go into the town for
some shopping & recreation. Outdoor picnic and
shopping/recreation are subject to the weather.
We resume our regularly scheduled activities when we
return to the Camp between 5 and 5:30pm.
Thursday, July 23
Sleep-In Day! Breakfast will be served continental style in
the living areas of the Lodge and Guesthouse whenever you’re
ready. No Rush. The schedule picks up at 9:15 with Morning
Devotions and the rest of the day runs as usual.
Friday, July 24
Everything is the same through Supper.
6:30 - 7:45pm
8:00
11:30*
Saturday, July 25
8:00 am or earlier
8:30
9:30

Preparation for Consecration Service
Consecration Service
Lights Out
Rise & Shine
Breakfast
Friendship Circle & Departure

~ ALL TIMES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE ~
* These are the most likely to change, on account of the evening
program. Evening programs might take more or less time,
depending on the nature of the program.
** Please see page 7 for details.
***Please see page 11 for details.

10.

Evening Programs
SUNDAY – KEYNOTE
Introductions, instructions, ice breakers, games and
snacks. It’s how we get to know each other.
MONDAY – INITIATION
All new Campers & Counselors are welcomed into the
Camp family through a silly initiation on Monday night. It’s
harmless fun that everyone goes through their first year & then
laughs about every year after. New people should bring clothes
that can get wet/messy to wear this evening.
TUESDAY – GAME NIGHT
Wild & crazy games that get everybody tired out. Games
to be announced, but you can rest assured it’ll be out of the
ordinary. Be prepared for loads of fun.
WEDNESDAY – THE DANCE
Held in the Meeting House, we’ll have plenty of loud
music, games, contests, food & fun.
This year’s theme: OLYMPICS. Please, no real flames.
THURSDAY – TALENT SHOW
Please share your talents with the group in this fun
setting in the Meeting House. Singing, dancing, juggling,
acrobatics, sketches, skits and countless other talents are
welcome. Please show off!
FRIDAY – CONSECRATION SERVICE
This is an evening church service to end our week at
Camp. There will be Holy Communion. You may wish to dress
up for this event, but it is not mandatory. Before the service,
find a small stick that will represent your sins, at the proper
time, you’ll throw it into the fire as a symbol of repentance.
11.

What to Bring
The BIBLE IS ESSENTIAL!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Bible, flashlight, sweatshirts/hoodies, camp clothes, rain gear,
your Bible, sturdy shoes, swimwear, soap & other personal
products, bug spray, writing utensils, your Bible, spending
money (singles for soda machines), camera (?), dress clothes
(?), musical instrument (?). Bible.
Youth and Jr. Campers. Your Bible. Your talents/abilities.
Positive attitudes. Patience.
You may bring your own towels, blankets, sheets, pillow(s), but
these items will be provided. Sleeping bags may also be used.
You’ll need your Bible.
Cell phones are permitted, but must remain in one’s assigned
room at all times. You’re at camp to interact with your fellow
campers.
Bible.
Clothes that you can get really messy for Thursday’s Team
Challenge.
Private property & valuables are brought at Camper’s own risk.
BRING YOUR BIBLE!!!!!

Guest Fees & Guidelines
Parents/Guardians of Campers are welcome to drop in
ANY TIME, announced or not, to check in on their
Camper.
All other Guests must be approved by the Directors
prior to Camp.
There are fees attached for anyone visiting the Camp &
are staying for meals and/or over-night. They are as
follows:
- Each meal costs $13
- Each room costs $100 per night.

Guests are not considered Counselors or Camp Staff.
Guests shall not disrupt the programming of the Camp.

What Not to Bring
Weapons. Explosives of any kind. Drugs. Alcohol. Energy
drinks. Objectionable clothing or books or magazines or media.
Bad attitudes.
Please remember that you’ll be at a CHURCH camp. Only
bring items & clothing appropriate for this event!
12.

Guests are expected to follow the Rules & Regulations
of the Camp as set forth on page 5 of this booklet.
One is NOT a Guest if one is at Camp as a Counselor,
CIT, or Director.

13.

Attendees With Young Children

Words to Know

We love & welcome little ones at Camp. Anyone wishing
to attend camp with their young children (ages 0-8) are
encouraged to do so. We do have some guidelines &
expectations for this set.

Meal Prayers

 You and your child/ren are welcome to participate in
as many of the Camp activities as you can. Please
note that some discussions are unsuitable for
children under 12. Parental discretion advised.
 If you are coming as a Counselor, you are expected
to BE a Counselor with Campers in your charge.

Before each meal, the group will be asked for a Volunteer to say Grace.
After the on-the-spot prayer, we have two prayers we all say together, one
in English and one in Hungarian:
Come, Lord Jesus, be our Guest
Let this food to us be blessed.
And may there be a goodly share
On every table everywhere.
Jövel Jézus legy vendégünk
Áld meg amit attál nékünk

 You are responsible for your child/ren at all times.
The Campers are not to be used as a babysitting
service. It is not fair to take away from their Camp
experience by having them watch over your child/ren
for you.

AMEN

 During the Main Speaker session, young children
may join the Jr. Campers in their studies and
activities. Please go with them. If you’d rather stay
to hear the Speaker, please bring something to
quietly occupy your Little One.

Day is done
Gone the sun
From the lakes
From the hills
From the sky
All is well
Safely rest
God is nigh

Taps
Yes, as in the tune that’s played by a bugler at a soldier’s funeral. It has
words. We sing the first verse as a group in a circle holding crossed-armed
hands (right over left) at the end of the day before retiring to our rooms.

Don’t know the tune? I’m sure you’ll have no problem finding it online.
14.
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Special Projects
To strengthen Christian attitudes and giving, we have two traditions:

Encouragement Notes
There will be a personalized container for each Camp attendee placed in
the Meetinghouse. Into these containers, everyone is encouraged
throughout the week to place friendly, encouraging notes and/or bible
verses to build each other up.
Friday, after Consecration Service, each person takes his or her container
from its place and takes it home on Saturday.
Many people keep these notes for years and years… it’s fun to go back
through them time after time… especially when you need a little boost to
your spirit.

Secret Angel
This project is very special and very fun.
On a 2009 Mission trip to Hungary, some of our Camp attendees visited a
Camp over there and brought the idea home to try here. It’s been a real hit
and we’ve been doing it ever since!
All attendees’ names are put into a bucket and everybody draws a name
randomly. You are the Secret Angel to the person whose name you drew.
Throughout the week, you can use other people (“minions”) to deliver
special notes or little gifts to your person, or you can send a “minion” to
clear your person’s dishes at meal time, or any nice thing… and you try to
keep your identity a secret. Minions can deliver your favors and tell your
person that “this is from your Secret Angel.” On Saturday morning, after
breakfast, we reveal who each person’s Angel was.
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Tips/Tricks, Definitions &
Frequently Asked Questions
The Campers really aren’t that bad. They smell funny, but they’re pretty
well behaved.
Help where you can. If you have a useful talent, please share it. If you’re
new & don’t know how to help, hang out, we’ll find something.
Morning Devotions are a time where you go off by yourself & find a quiet
spot (usually outside) to read, pray and just hang out with God.
Be on time for everything. The kids won’t if you don’t.
Always know where your Campers are.
Don’t allow snacks in the room where you sleep. The Laurelville Staff has
requested this because of insect & rodent issues. Please enforce this with
your Campers.
Be prepared for the Secret Angel project. You’ll be given a name and you
should be ready to encourage, uplift and/or gift that person anonymously
throughout the week.
Other Counselors, Directors and Ministers are there to help each other.
Bring your ability to work as a team.
We take a big group picture on Monday morning. It’ll be emailed to you
by Monday night.
You will be assigned some Campers and a room on Sunday. No, you may
not switch rooms or Campers with someone else. It's okay… you'll be
fine.
Don't forget your Bible. Someone will probably make fun of you if you
do.
We're gonna see what you look like in real life. Just be yourself… we’ll
probably like you better that way. The kids will, too!
If it's your birthday… yes, you have to….
19.

Thanks & Acknowledgements
We’d like to take this opportunity to show our appreciation to all those
people and organizations who continue to financially support our Camp.
Their efforts greatly offset the cost of this week of spiritual growth. In
alphabetical order:

American Hungarian Reformed Ministerial Association
American Hungarian Reformed Presbyters’ Association
Bethlen Communities
Gabe & Sue Csapó
District Conference of Presbyters of Ohio
Deborah Foll
Joe & Theresa Gagliardi
GBU - HRFA District 3000
The Hungarian Cultural Association of Columbus, Ohio
Frank Király
Barb Watkins
The William Penn Association
And last, but certainly not least,

The various congregations of the Calvin Synod and Hungarian
Reformed Church in America, which help their youth with Camp
expenses and support the Camp in prayer.

